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about the project

The North Carolina
Sociolinguistic Archive and Analysis Project (NCSLAAP) is a
research and preservation initiative being conducted jointly
between the North Carolina
Language and Life Project
(NCLLP) and the North Carolina
ncslaap’s core goals:
State University Libraries.
to preserve the ncllp’s
recordings through
digitization

to enable and explore
new computerenhanced techniques
for sociolinguistic
analysis

about the ncllp

The NCLLP is a sociolinguistic
research initiative at North
Carolina State University
with one of the world’s
largest collections of sociolinguistic interviews focusing on
Southern American English. It consists of approximately
1,500 interviews conducted from the late 1960s up to
the present, most on analog cassette tape, but some in
formats ranging from reel-to-reel tape to digital video. The
collection features the interviews of Walt Wolfram, Erik
Thomas, Natalie Schilling-Estes, Kirk Hazen, and numerous
other scholars. For more information about the NCLLP see
http://www.ncsu.edu/linguistics/.

archive and analysis project

re-examining transcription

Unlike the textual accuracy that many
transcript theorists aim for (cf. Du Bois et al. 1993), NCSLAAP transcripts target temporal
accuracy with the assumption that everything else can be constructed from the audio file,
either automatically by the software, or manually by examining the audio for the given
time range. With the start- and end-times for each utterance captured in the database and
a linkage maintained with the audio much of the other information that is often tagged
or coded (e.g., latching, overlap, pause length, etc.) is unnecessary. Additionally, storing
the transcript data separate from its formatting allows for a wide variety of different
presentations, all viewable at the click of a mouse, as illustrated in 7 .
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In a data-based transcript model, the only data strictly required for an utterance are the
speaker, a textual representation, and the start- and end-times. This very simple data
model is actually quite powerful. Software, like NCSLAAP, can then create links between the
transcript data and the source
Transcript views
audio file, and can conduct
real-time phonetic analysis.
In other words, there is no
need to code for features
such as loudness or pitch
because these features can
be reconstructed from the
audio itself.

archives and digitization

Sociolinguists have developed a range
of excellent techniques for acquiring naturalistic speech data through the recording of
sociolinguistic interviews. However, with few exceptions (e.g. Poplack 1989), they have
not focused a great deal on the storage and preservation of their data and future access
to them. NCSLAAP seeks to preserve and make more accessible the large collection of
sociolinguistic interviews of the NCLLP.
The digitization of this archive is major task in its own right with important dividends. The
centralization of the digitization process ensures a consistent method as opposed to an ad
hoc approach to digitization that scholars are often forced to follow, digitizing particular
tapes (or parts of tapes) as needed for specific projects. NCSLAAP’s web interface means
that analysts can have instant access to their data from anywhere.
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Views of the software

5

speaker-pitch analysis

variable tabulation tool
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software features

While
one of the major benefits of the project for scholars in
general is the creation of a large online archive of
sociolinguistic interviews, NCSLAAP also provides new
tools and interfaces for interacting with and analyzing
the corpus.

1

download and extraction
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full record view

transcript features

listen and annotate
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future directions

At present, both the archive and software are under
development. New features – such as support for multilingual transcripts and new corpus-like analysis
tools – are scheduled for development. It is hoped that the over the course of the next year or so the
entire collection of the NCLLP’s interviews will be digitized and included in the archive and much of the
software features will be completed.
Meanwhile, the eventual goal is to make the NCSLAAP software available to the greater sociolinguistic
community – either via a more widely accessible web server or through the distribution of the source-code
– so that other researchers can make use of the software to store and interact with their own archives.
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Basic features include: 1 & 2 a browsable and searchable interface to the archive collection, 3 an audio
player with an annotation tool that allows users to
associate searchable notes to specific times within the
audio files (and to listen to those particular passages
at the click of the mouse), and 4 an audio extraction
feature that enables users to download excerpts of
audio files without having to download or locally store
the large files.
Analytic features include: 5 tools that aid in the
extraction and tabulation of linguistic variables, phonetic
analysis features, and 6 sophisticated transcript
options. Transcript data are linked to the audio files
and transcripts can viewed in a number of formats at
the same time as one listens to the associated audio.
A version of Praat, the open-source phonetic analysis
software, is integrated with the software to allow for
instantaneous retrieval of phonetic data (such as
pitch or intensity readings) as well as 7 the generation of spectrograms in line with the transcript text.
Finally, corpus-like tools are in development that
allow for large-scale linguistic analysis across interviews,
speakers, and research sites, such as a pitch analysis
feature, as shown in 8 .
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